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The Scottish Government Coronavirus 
timetable for easing restrictions, means  
that from 26 April 2021 onwards, the 
following is permitted: 

l Non-essential work in people’s homes

l Unrestricted travel across mainland 
Scotland.

SELECT therefore intends to restart a 
phased return of routine technical 
assessments of its Members from this date, 
along with other visits from Technical 
Advisers and Member Representatives. 

In order to carry out these procedures 
safely, we have issued this guidance for 
Members to help them prepare for any  
visits and ensure they are conducted in a 
COVID-19 safe environment. 

Members can also share this information 
with their customers to assist with an 
upcoming technical assessment.

As well as offering additional COVID-19 
guidance, this document is designed to 
reinforce the general Guide to Membership 
Assessments sent out by SELECT, the 
content of which still applies as usual.  

However, it should be noted that this 
guidance is subject to change without notice 
depending on decisions taken by the 
Scottish Government.

General principles
SELECT will conduct pre-booked visits 
only. When considering a visit to any 
premises, whether domestic or commercial, 
the following should be taken into 
consideration by both parties:

l No visit should be made to any  
premises in which somone is isolating  
or where an individual is being shielded.

l No visit should be carried out by anyone 
who has symptoms of COVID-19, 
however mild.

Introduction
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The usual procedure for arranging a 
technical assessment or visit from a 
Technical Adviser or Member 
Representative remains the same and 
should be arranged through SELECT. 

 Once a date for the visit has been 
confirmed, all parties should familiarise 
themselves with the health and safety 
procedures outlined on pages 6 & 8.

As part of the assessment or visit, the 
owner/occupier will be asked to confirm if 
they or any occupants of the chosen 
premises are self-isolating, displaying any 
symptoms of COVID-19 and/or have 
received a positive diagnosis.

Preparing for a technical assessment
If a technical assessment is being carried 
out, the Member should select suitable work 
for the SELECT Technical Adviser to view, 
and inform the owner/occupier of the 
relevant premises that an assessment is 
taking place.  

If the assessment is at a commercial 
or industrial site, consideration must be 
given to the rules for site entry as well 
as the Member company’s own rules on 
COVID-19 safety

If the assessment is at a domestic 
property, the Member should contact  
the homeowner to confirm that they  
are comfortable with having visitors.

We have prepared a letter which you 
should send to the owner/occupier before 
any visit to explain how they, and anyone 
else entering the property, will be protected.

This letter should be sent in advance, 
ideally via email, and confirmation of 
receipt should be given by the owner/
occupier before the visit date.

If it isn’t possible to use email, then a 
hard copy of the letter should be given to 
the owner/occupier.

The Member should also complete the 
SELECT COVID-19 questionnaire no 
earlier than the day before the assessment.

Preparing for a  
visit from SELECT
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A template copy of the pre-assessment 
letter can be downloaded from here:

Click here to download

>> Download the letter

https://www.select.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Technical-pre-assessment-letter-template.dotx
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It is important that the following procedures  
are followed by ALL parties:

l On the day of the assessment, SELECT 
will call ahead to ask if you or any 
occupants have signs of the virus, have 
been diagnosed or are self-isolating, and 
to check that you are still comfortable 
with the visit taking place. 

l Keep a safe distance from other people 
at all times; 2m or six steps is current 
government advice. This includes when 
the front door is first opened.

l Do not shake hands with anyone.

l Ventilate the meeting area where 
appropriate, e.g. by opening a window.

l Wear a suitable and sufficient face 
covering.

l Wash your hands thoroughly for at  
least 20 seconds at the start of the visit 
and afterwards.

l Use an alcohol-based hand sanitiser 
that contains at least 60% alcohol if soap 
and water are not available.

l Avoid touching your eyes, nose and 
mouth.

l If you feel unsafe or at risk at any point, 
undertake a personal risk assessment and 
leave the premises if necessary. SELECT 
can always re-schedule for a future date.

During a technical assessment
In addition to these measures, SELECT 
Members taking part in a technical 
assessment should:

l Call the customer whose premises are 
being visited and ask if they or any 
occupants have signs of the virus, have 
been diagnosed or are self-isolating. You 
should also check that they are still 
comfortable with the visit taking place.

l Inform the customer that you will be 
accompanied by a SELECT Technical 
Adviser and explain what will be 
happening and why.

l Ask if all occupants of the premises can 
stay in another room, away from the work 
area(s) while the assessment proceeds. 

l Carry a hand towel, which should be 
washed along with any equipment at the 
end of the day.

l Wear suitable work gloves.

On the day of an  
assessment or visit
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SELECT uses the free NHS Scotland 
Protect Scotland app, which we would 
recommend all Members to install  
ahead of a visit. If you don’t have it, we 
will require a physical register of contact 
details for everyone involved in the visit, 
which should be shared with all parties. 
More on Test and Protect here:

www.nhsinform.scot/campaigns/
test-and-protect

>> Test and Protect

http://www.nhsinform.scot/campaigns/test-and-protect
http://www.nhsinform.scot/campaigns/test-and-protect
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Whether you are undergoing a SELECT 
technical assessment or receiving a visit 
from one of our Technical Advisers or 
Member Representatives, please follow 
these health and safety procedures:

l Wipe down any surfaces you have 
touched, including operational rubber 
gloves, tools and instruments.

l Remove and place into a plastic bag any 
wipes, disposable gloves and overalls used, 
while trying not to cross-contaminate 
onto existing clothes or persons.

l Do not touch your face.

l Ensure you wash your hands thoroughly 
using soap and water. Alternatively, clean 
them using suitable hand sanitiser before 
moving to your next job.

l  Where possible or appropriate, clean or 
wash any reusable PPE, e.g. safety glasses, 
using soap and water.

l At the end of each day and following the 
appropriate local waste regulations, 
dispose of any bagged waste in line with 
any existing business process and/or 
government guidance.

l If you, or anyone you come into contact 
with during the visit, later displays 
symptoms of COVID-19 or tests positive 
for the virus, you must contact all persons 
to inform them or use the NHS Scotland 
Protect Scotland app.

Please note
This list is not exhaustive and has been 
prepared to offer some form of guidance.  
It is vital that every job, and potential risk,  
is judged on its own merits and that the  
key considerations around health and 
welfare are the primary concerns for  
any work you undertake.

Further guidance
Please contact SELECT if you have any 
further queries:

l 0131 445 5577

l www.select.org.uk

Further information on domestic and 
commercial guidance can be found here, 
along with the latest standard operating 
procedures for Scotland:

www.cicvforum.co.uk/downloads

After the SELECT 
assessment or visit
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http://www.select.org.uk
http://www.cicvforum.co.uk/downloads
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The Walled Garden
Bush Estate
Midlothian EH26 0SB
Tel: 0131 445 5577

www.select.org.uk

Founded in 1900, SELECT is Scotland’s 
largest construction trade association. 

It has nearly 1,250 member businesses 
who collectively have an annual turnover 
of around £1 billion and employ over 
15,000 people and 3,500 apprentices. 

SELECT also delivers training courses  
to more than 3,500 electricians each 
year and is committed to regulation  
of the industry for a safer Scotland.


